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GOOD DAY. MY NAME 1S ELFRIEDE ANDERSON. THIS IS MY OFFICE. | HAVE
WORKED MYSELF UP TO ONE OF THE LARGEST AND NICEST (OFFICES
IN THE COMPANY.
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THE HIGHER UP N THE BUILDING YOU |
GET, THE NICER THE OFFICE.




| LIve ON THE TOP FLOOR
IN A TWD BEPRDOM APARTMENT

N A THREE STORY BUILDING.




PEOPLE SAY THAT | SHOULD GET A CAT, BUT WHAT WOULD BE THE USE OF THATE




MY THREE TEENAGE CHILDREN VISIT ME ONE WEEKEND A MONTH.
B

|
,
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WE HAVE NO CONTACT. |T WAS ME WHO LEFT THEM, CONVINCED THAT THEY
WoULD HWAVE A BETTER LIFE WITH THEIR DAD AND A POSSIBLE NEw WIFE
THAT WE COULD FIND INSTEAD OF ME.

ION  UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES.
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| KNOW THAT TREY NEVER REALLY LIKED ME AND THEY NEVER WILL EITHER.
VTOTALLY UNDERSTAND THAT. \ CAN ONLY HOPE THAT THEY DO NOT HATE ME
AS MUK AS \ BATE MY PARENTS.

BUT THAT CAN NOT BE PDSS\B‘LE. THAT MUCH HATE CAN NOT EXIST IN THESE
THREE PEOPLE EVEN IF YOoU ADD IT ALL UP




FOR AS LONG AS { CAN REMEMBER
| CAN NOT RECALL EVER CARING
WHRETHER MY PARENTS LIVE OR IF THEY
DIE. IT SEEMED TD BE A MUTVAL FEELING,

You MIGHT NOT BELIEVE THIS, BUT IF |,
ANY OF MY CHILDREN DIED | WovLD
SUCCUMB. | BEAR SOME HOPE THAT |T
WOULD AT LEAST BOTHER THEM 4

BT IF | PASSED AwAY. BUT THAT |S
MORE THAN | CAN ASK OF THEM.

| KNow | AM NoT MUCH OF A
MOTHER .

BUT PERHAPS THEY (AN AT LEAST SEE ME AS A FUNCTIONAL
NUTRITIOUS MAMMAL THEY LIVEP IN foR A WHILE
BEFORE THEY C(ovLD MOVE ON WITH THEIR LIVES.




‘E‘Z\IER‘( TIME THEY LEAVE T0 GO BACK HOME 1T HITS ME AND | THINK :
WHAT KIND OF PERSON AM | THAT HAVE RBROUGHT THESE THREE PooR. al
CREATURES TO THIS WORLD AND THE

WiLL Meet HERE,

BNE THEN, !
SEND MY LOVE TO
DAD. AND JESSICA.

AND MELWIN.
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AND THEN 1T IS MONDAY AGAIN.
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| AV NOT POPULAR AT ALL AT THE OFFICE.
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NOT ONLY HERe FoR THAT MATTER  THAT GOES FOR EVERYWHERE IN THIS
SOCIETY, BUT IT IS AT THE OFFICE | SPEND MoST OF MY TIME, SO 1T IS MORE 0BYIOUS HERE.




THAT MEN DO NOT LIKE ME IS FULLY UNDERSTANDABLE. | AM U :
e UNLEAS ( ] NATTRACTIVE , SARCASTIC

| AM Too EXPERIENCED TO FALL FoR THEIR TRIckS ©OR
HAVE A BIGGER SALARY THAN MOST OF THEM. THE WOMEN DESPISE ME AS WELL.




IT IS SAID THAT YOU GAIN MORE AND MORE FRIENDS THE OLDER You GET.
COR WE (T 1S TRE OPPOSITE. | HAVE FEWER AND FEWER FRIENDS LEFT EVERY
VEAR. THAT PASSES BY. ( Db NOT KNOW WHETHER IT IS ME THAT GETS RID
OF THEM OR IF THEY GET RID OF ME. PDSSIBLY A COMBINATION DF BOTH.




THEN SHE GoT ONE OF THoSE "
£ "FIND YOOR QWN TINK
C ER. BELL ~ A
VouR OWN BEAUTIFUL SOUL'- BODKS FROM WER SISTER ~|N -LAW Foﬂji)ﬁgi\;;—i@RD

0R ELFRIEDE, YOU HAvVe

O READ THIS Book |

T HAS CHANGED MY
LIFE! You JUST HAVE
o READ IT T00'




| WISH | COULD BUY 30 ML CONCENTRATED CVYNICISM OVER THE COUNTER AND
INJECT IT STRAIGHT IN HER BLOOD STREAM. s - _




BUT UNFIRTUNATELY MEDICAL SCIENCE HAS NOT REACHED THAT FAR YET,

So

THE ONLY THING TO DO 1S TO END THE FRIENDSHIP [




| KEEP MY RELATIONSHIPS ON AN AS SUPERFICIAL LEVEL AS POSSIBLE. THE MORE !
GET To KNOW PEODPLE THE LESS | CAN STAND THEM. THE MORE | SHOW OF MYSELF
THE MORE MY SURROUNDINGS DISTANCE THEMSELVES.

THE MORE | INTERACT WITH OTHERS THE (ONELIER | BECOME.




OVER THE YEARS ' HAVE BUILT UP A PROTECTION, A SUIT OF ARMOR TD WITHSTAND.

\T 1S PROTECTI\VE,
BuT MAKES WE

VERY CLUMSY.
| Do NOT KNOW I

IT 1S A HELP
OR A HINDRANCE.

&mﬁ
| GUESS | DUGHT T0 PROTECT
MYSELF BY GLIDING AROUND 'N

A CONDOM INSTEAD, BUT | AM
Top OLD FASHIONED FOR THAT.
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PEOPLE AT THE OFFICE SEEM TO CONFIDE

EOR SOME UNDECIPHERABLE REASON
| HAVE NO ONE TO FORWARD THEIR

IN ME. MAYBE BECAUSE THEY KNOW THAT
EMBARRASSING EMOTIONAL QUTBURSTS TO.
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SOoRRY TO DISTURR
Nou BuT.. CAN |

JUST CoMe IN FoR
A LITTLE WHILE,
l.. »SoBs | DON'T
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IT IS SAID THAT TEARS ARE THE ONLY Boby FLUID MANKIND 15 NOT DISGUSTED Br.
| PERSONALLY BELONG TO THE MINORITY OF HUMANITY THAT DO MOT AGREE WITH
THAT STATEMENT. >
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IT 1S EXPECTED THAT YOU SHOULD HUG SOMEONE WHO IS CRYING. FOR ME , THE
IDEA 1S AS REPULSIVE AS TO DRINK SoMEONE E£LSE'S URINE.




USUALLY T IS OF COURSE WOMEN, GIRLS, WHO C(OME IN AND CRY. AND OF COURSE IT
IS A MAN, BOY, THEY ARE WEEPING OVER, IF THERE IS ONE THING | HAVE LEARNED
ONER THE YEARS T 'S THAT THE WORST THING You CAN DO WHEN A FEMALE
ACQUAINTANCE 1S MISTREATED BY A MAN (S To SUPPORT HER IF SHE HAPPENS

T0 LEAVE HiIM. J // ,//%

Y
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T 15 OBVIOUS THAT THE WOMAN WILL GO BACK TO HER MAN. THERE ARE A FEW
EXCEPTIONS WHERE THE WOMAN ACTUALLY LEAVES THE MAN FOR GOOD BUT THE CHANCES
ARE VERY SMALL SD IT IS NOT WORTH THE RISK. IF YOU MAKE THE MISSTAKE OF SUPPORTING
THE WOMAN AS SHE LEFT TRE MAN, THE FOLLOWING SITUATION ALWAYS OCCURS:




YESTERDAY HWE ALMOST Butr HE DID SAY SORRY
STRANGLED ME. AFIERWARD

GooD OF You To LEAVE YES, BUT IT's NoT THE
HIM, YOU SHOULDN'T HAVE fIRST TIME.. HE HAS
i Done 1T
SEVERAL TIMES
BEFORE..

ELFRIEDE SAID THAT £ \ COUPLE EVEN
_{ Y ARE MgAN TO ME. ) CLOSER BY
2 S HAVING YET
ANCTHER ENEMY

DON'T LISTEN TO

THAT BITTER OLD SHARED ENEMIES

HAG. IT's You | F\S THE BREST
ERTILISE FOR A

AND ME NOW. TRAGIC RELATIONSHIP .
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NO MATTER HOW EQUAL AND AWARE PEOPLE TODAY TRY To BE .

D ; =

AT # ey

WE ALL CARRY A WAY Too WEAVY SLAG OF HUMANITY'S  HISTORY To EVER
B ABLE TO CLEAR T, NO MATTER. HoW HARD WE TRY.
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SO WHEN SHE SITS THERE SOBBING AND COMPLAINING You HAVE TO MAKE SURE
PER HAPS A:

TO KEEP A LEVEL HEAD AND NOT SAY ANYTHING

’

2\
THE WOM
HAVE NOT CONTRIBUTED WITH ANYTHING FERTILISING.
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HELLO HELLo!
MaY | CoME 1N

/

= ‘ 7RIS 1S MY COLLEAGUE BRIDGET.




BRIDGET IS MY BIGGEST RIVAL. HERE AT THE OFFICE. J

OM DEAR GIRL,
WHY ARE You CRYING?
WHAT HAS HAPPENED®

\

OR WELL, YoU CouLD ALSD SAY THAT SHE IS MY BIGGEST OBJECT oF

HA

TE .




SHE 15 SO LIMITLESS . THERE IS NOTHING | FIND AS DISGUSTING AS PEOPLE
wriH NO CLEAR  BOUNDARIES.
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SHE HAS ALSO SURVIVED CANCER, WwHICH HAS MADE HER COMPLETELY UNBEARABLE.
|

i
| FOR ONE KNOW How I
TOuGH LIFE CAN BE, BUT
ONE MUST SEE THE —m

POSSIBILITIES! ENJOY EVERY
MINUTE LIFE HAS TO
pfrer! (T IS A GIFT WE
HAVE BEEN GIVEN!

CoME ON, LET'S Go FOR A COFFEE
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THIS CANCER-THING MAKES IT DIFFICULT FOR . ME. | CAN NOT DISLIKE
ONE CAN NOT DISLIKE ANYONE WHO HAS HAD CANCER' BRIDGET.

URM, NO THANKS | HAD

SoMe BARLIER, | HAVE TO GET
ON HERE BuUT THANK YOU
For  ASKING.
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WHAT 1 DISLIKE THE MOST ABOUT HER IS HER SAPIENCE.

SHE SAYS THINGS LIKE:

| HAVE NEVER HAD WHAT | ALL CHILDREN JusT LoVE

1S CALLED ANXIETY IN ME STRAIGHT AWAY AS SDON

MY ENTIRE LIFE NOT AS THEY SEE ME!

EVEN WHEN | HAD CANCER.

| HAVE  ALWAYS KNOWN,

DEEP DOWN, THAT

EVERYTHING 1

TO TURN oUT Soéowe | HAVE NEVER,
BEEN ON A DET IN
MY ENTIRE LIFE. | HAVE

lWNmW A;m:i | EEDZ »;W 'C:SPL:TYELY

| HAVE NEVER HAD A
NEGATVE SEXUAL
EXPERIENCE WITH A MAN!

| HAVE NEVER FELT INFERIOR To A MAN. | HAVE ALWAY‘S
FELT COMPLETELY EQUAL WITH EVERYONE | MEET.
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AND SHE 1S INCREDIBLY GOBD AT BRINGING ME BACK DOWN TO EARTH.

DEAR LORD WOMAN! ArRe You
REALLY TELLING ME THAT
You WERE ALL ALONE ON

CRRISTMAS DAY &

i
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AT THE SAME TIME SHE IS CONSTANTLY DRAWN TO ME TRYING TD BE CONFIDENTIAL AND
TO skhow Me HER DEPTH.

AAAM, ELFRIEDE, IT IS SO
NICE HAVING  You
AROUND HERE!

IT IS COMFORTING HAVING ANDTHER,
SLIGHTLY OLDER AND WISER WOMAN
TO LEAN BACK ON., VY0OU REALLY

MEAN A LOT TO ME.
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| HAVE THE SAME ANXIETY ToDAY WHEN

AS | HAD WHEN \ WAS 37

L AM 49 YgARS OLD...I




\

\
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| AM CONVINCED THAT IT witL BE
THE SAME WHEN | AM 6%, 79,88 96...

ANXIETY IS A CONSTANT THAT FoLLOWS
You HAND (N HAND YouR WHOLE LIFE.
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TREY TALK ABOUT THAT You ARE NEVER ALONE HAVING ANXIETY, THAT S0 MANY
GTRERS SUFFER FROM IT AS WELL, BUT WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES THAT MAKE? NO
MATTER How You TWIST AND TURN \T, You WILL ALWAYS BE ALONE IN IT.

W oon'™ UNDERSTAND THE oBseESSIon  WIKONI ""'"';anmlmmmnum
with YouTH IN THS SoCIETY. | wWouL D
NEVER WANT TO BE YOUNGER!

2> NEITHER DO 1. | WANT
fill .{ TO GRow REALLY oOLD

FAST So IT's ALL
DVER  SoON.,

_ ‘ e
To SEE EVERYTHING $0 DARK ALL THE Time ¢ ‘II'I
2 ) T OO 11

| DO NOT KNOW. ONE ALWAYS HAS TD LOOK FoR THE LIGHT,
FINDING A SOURCE FoR (T. THE DARKNESS (S ALWAYS THERE.
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[ HAVE DUG DEEP IN THE DARKNESS TO FIND THE LIGHT. | HAVE BEEN DIGG ING
AND DIGGING MY ENTIRE LIFE BUT | HAVE NOT YET FOUND A LIGHT, JusT
MORE SHADES OF BLACK. ; .
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THIS ENORMOUS MOUNTAIN OF FLESH BORN IN THE 40s; wHEN WiLL THEY EVER DIE ouT? NOT
EVEN CANCER GETS To THEM SO THEY WiLL PROBABLY OUTLIVE US ALL LIKE SOME KIND

OF MUTANT PREHISTORIC ANIMAL.
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| ONCE. READ A BODK, PERHAPS IT WAS FOR MY CHILDREN, ABOUT A MAGIC BUS SToP. IF
You  GOT
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| GUESS IT WAS SUPPOSED TO BE INTERPRETED AS SOMETHING SCARY, BUT | BEL1evE 1T To
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| HAVE A PLACE WHERE
| GO, A PLACE THAT
I DISco
COUPLE OF YEARS A GO. | THINK IT WAS WHEN | HAVDERE:;TT[;V ot
N OFF AT YET

D MR

i
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| WAS WALKING DOWN A LONESOME BACK STREET AND WOULD PROBABLY HAVE MISSED
[T COMPLETELY IF IT WAS NOT FOR THAT THERE, IN THE OTHERWISE EMPTY S i
A STRATEGICALLY PLACED COPY OF ONE OF MY FAVOURITE BOOKS. =

“ i
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DESPITE THE CARELESSLY WRITTEN MISSPELLED SIGN [N THE WINDow OF THE DOOR,
'JUST HAD TO ENTER THIS Doora

INSTEAD A
CERTAIN DPOR  You HAD ToO PASS?

52









| CAN NOT EXPLAIN WHY, BUT
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| HAVE MANAGED TO FIGURE OUT THAT HIS NAME IS IAN AND THAT YE cAME TO
SWEDEN FROM ENGLAND [N THE BEGINNING OF THE B0'S. | WOULD EST(MATE HIM TOD
BE IN HIS 505, LIKE ME, PERHAPS SLIGHTLY OLDER.

I

ON THE COUNTER THERE |S A PICTURE OF
AS VERY YOUNG, WiTH A BABY (N HIS ARMS
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THERE 1§ METHING  STRANGELY FAMIL
MILTAR
WELL, \ CAN NOT FOR MY LIFE PLAchOklf\'MHIM‘ Senettew 1 know
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WHEN [ GET TO WORK | MoST OFTEN DECIDE TO TAKE THE STAIRS TO AVOID THE
DISCOMEORT IT MEANS TO STAYING IN THE LIFT TOGETHER WITH OTHER PEOPLE.
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| FURTIVELY GLANCE INTD THE Ro0MS ON THE LOWER FLOORS. THE GROUND FLOOR,
CONSISTS OF THE NEWLY EMPLOYED PEOPLE. THEY ARE YOUNG, VULGAR

T

muq |
uLﬁm i
—
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e

THEY ALL HAVE IN COMMON THAT THEY ARE RATHER FILTHY | wouD LIKE T
THRow ALL OF THEM INTO A (oLD SHoweR
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HOWEVER THE EMPLOYES ON THE MIDDLE FLOORS ARE THE WORST ONES. THEY MEET ME AT THE STAIRS, ALL

You SOMETHING
| HAVE
WORKED ON®

| |\f You HAVE
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STILL, | HAVE A STRONG FEELING THAT THEY ARE LAVGHING BEHIND My BAck.
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MY B0oSS RUNS IN TO ME
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MY B0SS. IN MY MIND | PICTURE HIM AS A BUMBLE BEE. TOO CLUMSY AND UNGAINLY TO
MANAGE THE JoB HE HAS BEEN SET 7o Do, BUT HE DOES IT EVEN THOUGH IT
SHOULD BE  PHYSICALLY IMPOSSIBLE.

L

HWE BUZZES AROUND FROM FLOWER TO FLOWER HERE AT THE OFFICE.
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| HAVE BEEN WORKING HERE FAR LOoNGER THAN THE BUMBLE BEE. FOR SoME TIME
| SAW H#IM ON THE GROUND FLOOR AND THOUGHT THAT HE WOULD NEVER LAST FOR

LONG IN THIS BuUlLDING. HE Ju
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NEY WEY, SO WHAT ARE
oo vp To’




I HAVE NO |DEA How

THE BUMBLE BEE HAS NE I AM WaY Too OLD.
\ SLEPT WITH THE OLD B0SS. | Do NOT KNOow WHY. | THOUGHT ONE HAOD TO.
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RATHER THE CONTRARY.
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{ D0 NOT KNOW WHAT HAPPENED To THE OLD BoSS.
| NEVER SEE HIM ANYMORE.







EVERYONE MUST BUILD THEIR OWN HAPPINESS. MISFORTUNES WILL BE DRAWN TO YoU
WHETHER You WANT TO OR NOT, THEY ARE OUT OF YOUR CONTROL,

HAPPINESS HAS TO BE C(REATED,
MISFORTUNE COME TO YouU EVEN
IF You DO NOTHING. T JUST

TARGETS  You.

WHY 00 Ypu NOT JUST GET TARGETED BY HAPPINESSZ WHY Do YoU HAVE T0 CREATE
IT¢ WHO MANAGES THAT WHEN ONES HANDS ARE FULL TRYING TO STAND UP
AGAINST ALL THE MISFORTUNE PoURING OVER ONESELF.
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THE MORE 1| DIG THE DARKER T GETS. | SHOULD HAVE PUT MY SHDVEL AwAy
A LONG TIME A GO.
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SOMETIMES 1T FEELS LIKE IF [ AM GOING To DIEAT







AND | WILL. AT SoME POINT, THANK LORD.







WITH WAY TOO SHORT INTERVALS THE BUMBLE BEE ORGANIZES SO CALLED 'MOTIVATION DAYS'

THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO GIVE US ENERGY AND NEW IDEAS. v

W
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TO ACHIEVE THIS WE F0oR SOME REASON
HAVE TO ANSWER. THE QUESTION:

IS THIS GLASS OF
WATER HALF FuLL
OR HALF EMPTY®
HURC wWHAT Do

2 A
You THINK: Do You BELIEVE

THIS GLASS IS
HALF EMPTYC

g/ 4
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FOR CHRISTS SAKE, IT 1S ONLY THE AMOUNT THAT /T iS!1 JUST ABoUT 2 DECILITERS
| GUESS. WHAT DOES IT MATTER WHAT Yob CALL IT!!

lT |S THE AMOUNT

.._._W_MMW!!!.

WHY 1S TRAT SO HARD TO UNDERSTANDI!Z T DRIVES ME CRAzv!!l
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TO KNOW ABouLT
YOUR AIMS
IN LIFE.

THER ISSUE WE NE TO RESPOND TO [S: ]
i vw’\f}\j“‘ ‘1“ ;“‘w“[‘w W"_!:} ‘V,“" AJ
[ e
i ."; i il 3
///// e
I =4 ) \'
I ‘ - /.
‘\ pil
| I \ ELFRIEDE, WHAT w
= Al ARE YOUR GOALS?
i
L) L \ 77— | /
AN
\

B—W

Nt
R oy
S o

e ——————— "y

?\\-22\7

~)







DO You NOT UNDERSTAND
TRAT THERE IS ONLY
ONE GDAL FOR ALL OF VS.

WE ARE ALL HEADING
THERE AND YOV HAVE TO
ULD ON UNTIL WE

GET THERE.

2. il ////

4 WHEN WILL YOU UNDERSTAND?®




ONE DF THE MOST ANNOYING TRAIT OF MANKIND IS THE BELIEF THAT WE ARE

HUMANITY.  [h

NO ONE 1S UNIQUE! NO ONE IS SPECIAL ! NO ONE IS VALUABLE! WE ARE JUST LIKE
EAck OTHER! WHEN WILL YOU EVER UNDERSTAN D?!
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I JUST WANT 1T T0 BE OVER. OVER. OVER..
s ¢
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... MOST OF MY DAYS C(ONSIST OF FANTASI1ZE ABouT DIFFERENT wavyS TO DIE.
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ONE DAY A STRANGE THING HAPPENED.
MY MOBILE PHONE RANG. | CouLD SEE
THAT IT WAS MY OLDEST SON CALLING.

97

BUT IT TURNED OUT TD BE SOMEONE, ONE
OF THOSE HONEST ONES, THAT HAD

FOUND THE PHONE IN A CHANGING ROM,
AND THAT HAD CALLED THE NUMBER LISTED

UNDER 'MUM' IN THE PHONE ROOK. IN
ORDER TO GET HOLD OF TRE OWNER.




AFTER | DECIDED A TIME AND PLACE WITH THE HONEST PERSON SO | CoulD
GET THE PHONE BACK. WE HUNG UP.
THEN (T WAS AS IF A BLACK HOLE GRABREP ME.

Iy
/t!z%%
/20l
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WHEN | HAD RETRIEVED THE PHONE \ COULD NOT FOR MY LIFE BRING MYSELF
TO RETURN (T To MY

929



RAN STRAIGHT INTO THE WooDS, | RAN. | RAN MYSELF ASTRAY,
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WHEN | WAS ABSOLUTELY SURE THAT | HAD NO [DEA WHERE
DOWN AND BURIED THE PHONE IN THE DARK  MoSS.

T L o
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THANK S !
DAMN THAT'S
NICE  OF vou'
| REALLY HAVE
NO IDEA WHERE

\ LEFT MY

OLD ONE.
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ELFRIEDE!
WAIT FOR ME'
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&=

oW, How GREAT, LET's
WALK TOGETHER, US,
THE OLD ONES.

THESE SPRING
EVENINGS ARE
JUST WONDER FUL,
AREN'T THEY ¢
THE LGHT
PETURNING,
AND WITH THAT-
THE ZEST

for LIFE "
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o, N
LooK ' HAVE Yo
EVER SEEN ANYTHING
SO BEAUTIFUL!
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OIS, L

fot

FOR ONES, SHE WAS RIGHT.
BEAUTIFUL, ESPECIALLY IN DUSIK LIKE THIS,
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WHAT A FANTASTIC SUNSET!
WE HAVE TO STOP FOR A
MOMENT AND WATCH 1T

III\IiIk\IIIl_"""m
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WRAT 1S WRONG WITH Me? WHY CANT | EVEN TAKE NoOTICE OF A SUNSET
THAT | AM SUPPOSED TO GAIN A WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE FROM? WHY
ARE MY EYES DRAWN TO A BURNED DOWN Hoqu: INSTEADZ

T
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WHAT KIND OF DEFECT DO | HAVE? WAS | BORN THIS WAY2 WHEN DID
IT START? AND ABOVE ALL; WHEN Wile IT ENDZ
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| WHERE DO You GO DURING YOUR LUNCH

BREAKS? HAVE You FOUND A GOD LUNCH
I'D HAPPILY JOIN YoU SOMETIME!
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NIGHT FALLS. THE SLEEPLESSNESS SETS IN.
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| HAVE NOT SLEPT IN 40O VYEARS.




WHILST SITTING AT IAN'S.
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AT HOME |
NEVER SL
€
EP. | DO NOT WANT
NT Tp SLEE
P. | DO NOT
T '

o

| W

i
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AT NIGHT PEOPLE OFTEN GATHER. IN THE YARD ARGUING AND FIGHTING. | THINK
THEY ARE MEN. [SEE THEM FROM MY BALCONY,

121



AT TIMES | GO DOWN AND STAND AS CLOSE TO THEM AS POSSIBLE.
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BUT WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF | DIOZ WOULD THEY HIT ME AS WELL? RAPE
ME? KiLL ME? WouLD | FEEL ANYTHING?
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DURING MY SLEEPLESS NIGHTS IT HAPPENS THAT I PRAY TO GoOD.

BuT | MADE UP THAT HE EXISTED WHEN WAS A CHILD AND ALL
PATTERNS THAT ARE GENERATED THEN ARE IMPOSSIBLE TO DELETE.
So HE 1S THERE, IN ALL HIS NON-EXISTENCE.
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EVEN THOUGH | Do NOT SLEEP | DREAM. TECHNICALLY | GUESS IT 1S CALLED
THAT | AM HALLUCINATING. | SEE MY CHILOREN IN ALL AGES THEY HAVE BEEN,
WITHOUT BODIES, FLYING IN FRONT OF ME. THEY ARE 1,5, 7 10,15, 21 YEARS

. THEY ARE NOT MY CHILDREN. ONE CAN NOT OWN A CHILD.

A
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MY PARENTS HAVE NO WINGS WHEN THEY - / %
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IT IS SAID THAT YOU FORGIVE
NDUR PARENTS MORE AND
MORE FOR EVERY YEAR
THAT PASSES, ESPECIALLY
APTER. THEY HAVE
PASSED AWAY. MY HATRED
AGAINST THEM ON THE
CONTRARY GROWS
STRONGER.  AND STRONGER
FOR. EVERY YEAR OF
MY LIFE.
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WHY? WHY AM | FILLED
WITH SO MUCH HATE FOR.
THEM?® | HAVE NOT HAD

A TRAGIC CHILDHOOD.IT
WAS COMPLETELY NORMAL,
JusT LIKE EVERYONE
ELSE'S. STILL | AM REPULSED

BY THEM AS IF THEY
HAD ASSAULTED ME,
EVEN THOUGH IT IS
REALLY THE OPPOSITE.



















DO YOU SOMETIMES GET THE FEELING THAT SOMETHING VERY HORRIBRLE IS GOING TO HAPPEN?
THE DARKNESS GROWS. INSIDE YOU, AND ovrs or; SPKEADS D0 YOU NOT FEEL THAT wAY?

llﬂl.ll

THE WORLD ROARS. NO ONE SEEMS To HEAR 1T BESIDES ME.




TODAY \ TURN 50. SOMETIMES ) THINK THAT | SHOULD GE i
T A P OF My
LIFE. START SOMETHING NEW, DO SOMETHING MEANINGFUL. aR!

W
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\\

g\\
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BUT \F | STARTED DOING SOMETHING MEANINGFUL NOW, IT WwouLD JUST BE
EVEN CLEARER. HOW BEHIND |- WoULD BE COMPARED TD I[F | HAD STARTED
WITH THE MEANINGFUL THING 30 YEARS A GO | wouLp NEVER CATCH UP
WHiCH WOULD MAKE ME FEEL LIKE EVERYTHING |S EVEN MORE MEANINGLESS ’
THAN IT ALREADY IS, So 1 PusH THE THOUGHT AWAY AND KEEP FOCUSING

ON TRYING To HOLD OuT.




HERE THEY COME

\Q\rjr’(!dag o You
Q\O&Q\:\SQ&\ﬁtb]H‘hdﬁ z‘o v g

&
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OPEN THE PRESENT!

) //// ' OPEN THE PRESENT!
Z/ //// : W’ i~

=N
> i
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7 wow' How cooL!

s&{"' LIKE A RHUBARB LEAF! "
W W CONCRETE!
S 93

INSPIR ATION
FROM NATURE.

YOU HAVE GREAT
TALENT, BRIDGET. 2

SHE 1S KIDDING. SHE HAS TO BE KIDDING ME.
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Il
é,
A LOT BETIER,
MY CREATIVITY
HAS BEEN
HEALING FOR

BoTH BoOY
AND SouL.

SOME. DAYS OF YOUR LIFE ARE. DECISIVE. YoU CAN GO TO WORK AND THINK
THAT (T 1S GOING TO BE JUST LIKE ANY OTHER DAY, BUT THEN SOMETHING
CAN WAPPEN THAT CHANGES THE WORLD.
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MAYBE THIS 1S ONLY MY BIRTHBAY.

GDES UNDER..

PETTY HUMANITY ANY

LONGER..

NOW 1 CAN
EVEN SEE

THE CANCER sl

AS A GIFT,

41

.

il

\

|

.

na

$
i

1

‘\

l

;

ﬂl?

|

ol

)

\ﬁﬁi

1

D \‘\‘\j

\

:
i




.u'sf t“.‘”!( “ “
g !’f"d{;';”t{ft;; .,\‘,_ il
“”{ .,,’

142



Elfriede

© 2011 Asa Grennvall

Graphic design: Bjorn Schagerstrom

Translation to english: Maya Gunn and Ulrika Biérkeroth

www.grennvall.se

www.optimalpress.com



ASA GRENNVALL

Bibliography:

"Elfriede”, Optimal Press 2011

"Svinet” ("The Pig”) Galago 2010

"Cynisk romantiker” ("Cynical romantic”), Galago 2006

"Ett familjealbum” ("A family album”), Optimal Press 2005

"Det ar inte varst sadar i borjan” ("It's not worst in the beginning”), Optimal Press
2003

"Sjunde vaningen” ("Seventh Floor”), Optimal Press 2002

"Mie”, Optimal Press 2000

"Det kdnns som hundra ar” ("Feels like a hundred years”), Optimal Press 1999
Website: www.grennvall.se



